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NY Chief Judge Lippman Announces Revolutionary Approach to  

Human Trafficking at Crime Commission Breakfast 
  

Human Trafficking Intervention Initiative is first statewide program to team courts 

and services in order to help victims overcome exploitation 

 

NEW YORK - In order to address the persistent problem of human trafficking and forced 

prostitution, New York Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman today launched a first-of-its-kind 

initiative to combine the efforts of courts and service providers at a Milstein Criminal Justice 

Policy Forum hosted by the Citizens Crime Commission of New York City. 

  

The Human Trafficking Intervention Initiative will align law enforcement, advocates and 

available services to treat women and children forced into prostitution as victims - not criminals - 

while providing them with the help they need to break the cycle of crime and live productive 

lives. Three Human Trafficking Intervention Courts in Queens, Manhattan and Nassau County 

are already set up as part of the initiative, and every borough in New York City will have a 

special court by October 10. The initiative will be statewide by the end of October. 

  

"Judge Lippman's Human Trafficking Intervention Initiative will revolutionize how we treat 

women and children forced into prostitution in New York, and beyond. This new, fairer 

approach will greatly help survivors of unimaginable abuse and exploitation, instead of allowing 

them to be pursued as criminals. The initiative is also smart criminal justice policy: by offering 

survivors support in addition to recognizing their innocence, victims of human trafficking will 

have a path to a better life--one in which they will be much less likely to break the law. I firmly 

believe this initiative will be quickly adopted elsewhere in the country as the only sane way of 

dealing with the horrific and persistent problem of human trafficking," said Richard M. Aborn, 

President of the Citizens Crime Commission of New York City. 

 

About the Crime Commission 

 

The Citizens Crime Commission of New York City is a non-partisan non-profit organization 

working to make criminal justice and public safety policies and practices more effective through 

innovation, research, and education. In the last three decades, the Crime Commission has been a 

leader on key issues such as: increasing the size of the NYPD, expanding the use of DNA 

evidence in crime fighting, creating innovations that reduce juvenile crime, developing 

interventions against gun violence and illegal gun crime, highlighting the changing nature of 

terrorism, and raising awareness about the threat of cyber crime. 
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